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This Community Action Plan will be our guide for what we as a community will try to make happen 

over the next 5 years.

The plan summarises community views about:

Bridge of Allan Community Council has a co-ordinating and supporting role for community action, 

as well as taking direct action itself. Preparation of the Action Plan has been guided by a local 

steering group set up by Community Council. The steering group brought together members of the 

Community Council, Friends of Bridge of Allan, local businesses, parents and other volunteers.

The process involved: 

   community

449
70 25 Businesses completed their surveys

 22
450

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO TOOK PART
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LOCATION

B

town, lying approximately 3 miles north of the city 

community.

HERITAGE

Bridge of Allan’s history can be traced back to 

its wide avenues, stone mansions and gardens.

information and historic photographs are held in 

POPULATION

C

Allan has a population of 5481.  The proportion of 

HOUSING

 Bridge of Allan has a higher proportion of 

COMMUTING

 The town is a popular location for commuters 

rail and bus.

reached in less than an hour.

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ECONOMICS

C

population is economically active compared to 

is slightly  higher.    

SOME LOCAL ECONOMY HIGHLIGHTS

shops and galleries

HEALTH & WELFARE

Bridge of Allan residents have a longer life 

expectancy than the national average. 

clinics

In terms of community safety, reported crime sits 

EDUCATION & CHILD CARE

Schools

Preschool 

Bridge of Allan Today
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SOCIAL & COMMUNITY FACILITIES

The town hosts a proud variety of community 

leisure, sports groups and clubs.

facilities

Community Groups & Organisations

at the Library, 

Allan walks, Friends of Bridge of Allan.

Church Productions, Travel Group, Family 

Canasta Group

Lacemakers.

Badminton in Parish Church and the Allan 

Allan Golf Club

OTHER COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

 Quarterly community  newspaper magazine 

“The Bridge of Allan Times”

every year

VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT

Parks and Open Spaces

beside the river

Popular Walking Areas

woods

woods

“
”

I shall never forget some of 
the days at Bridge of Allan. 
They were one golden dream 
         

   – R.L. Stevenson
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Community Views
Likes

                              % of Responses

Local shops, restaurants, cafes, pubs

Friendly people, community spirit etc

Village environment

Access to services

“

”

    There are excellent transport links with regular train and bus services

 ......it’s small enough to have a “village” feel!         ........Good mix of people.......

 The relative ‘compactness’ of the place which makes it easy to get around

I like that I can walk about at night and not be worried

       

incomer”

The Allan Centre has offered various activities for my daughters during their childhood

..… having a library and health centre so central is certainly very handy

The Bridge of Allan Friends should be congratulated for their amazing work and commitment
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Community Views
Dislikes

                              % of Responses

Poor / inappropriate development

Roads, pavements, lighting

Anti-social behaviour

Flooding

Green spaces / parks / play areas

Transport

“

”

  

individuality.

Concern over loss of small independent shops 

         

 The roads in some parts could do with more maintenance 

Litter problems from take-away food at weekends and holiday times.

  Too much petty crime at weekends
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This statement has been prepared to summarise the main aspirations for the 
future as expressed by local people and organisations 

Bridge of Allan will retain its “separateness” and remain a town in its own right.

events, promotion and information.

A vibrant and attractive small town - with a “village feel”
Bridge of Allan will retain and encourage the excellent range of individual shops, cafes and                              

restaurants that offer a good shopping experience to locals and visitors.  Any new development will 

Making the most of our environment and heritage

history and the historic features of our town.  Bridge of Allan will have a wonderful walking and heritage 

experience to offer.

Community facilities and activities for everyone in Bridge of Allan, not forgetting our young     

people. Bridge of Allan will have a range of facilities that offer all sorts of activities and venues for                

everyone in the community.  In particular, we need to look at how the Allan Centre is used and                  

promoted, alongside the other community facilities, and make sure that our young people are included.  

most of this by encouraging and celebrating their involvement in the community.  Leisure facilities will 

be key in this, so the local tennis courts will be transformed and used by all the community once again.  

Bridge of Allan -

“
”

The most important thing in life is to stop saying ‘I wish’ 
and start saying ‘I will.’ Consider nothing impossible, 
then treat possibilities as probabilities.” 
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&
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards 

achieving in partnership with public agencies and other supporters. 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES

The Allan Centre is currently used more by visiting groups than by local people - we need to look at 

how this valuable local facility can be best useed, alongside other community facilities such as the 

Church halls.  

as a “nuisance” and there is a danger that their needs are forgotten.  Teenagers are keen to be 

involved in the development of their activities and facilities  and are already coming up with ideas 

and suggestions.

that it  needs upgrading, regular maintenance and more provision for younger children and would be 

even more welcoming with lighting, and seating or shelter.  

 Main Priorities:

  3.  Develop recreation and play facilities

  4.  Information

DEVELOPMENT & LOCAL IDENTITY

Bridge of Allan has a strong heritage and individual identity.  Local people are determined that this 

It is important that the remaining greenbelt area is protected now. 

 Main priorities:

  1.  Protect Greenbelt and retain “village” identity

  3.  Promote heritage and local identity

  4.  Micro hydro scheme on the river



10

LOCAL ECONOMY & SERVICES  

As a thriving and vibrant small town, Bridge of Allan has a really good selection of shops, cafes and 

restaurants.  There is a growing “café culture” which locals and visitors both appreciate.  A recent 

move to bring a new supermarket to the town has inspired local people to think how they can support 

and therefore will have to continue to use them, and to ensure that they are retained.  

 Main Priorities:

  2.  More year-round events 

  3.  Retain and improve existing service

PATHS, WOODS, RIVER, GARDENS & VILLAGE ENHANCEMENT   

Br

and mountain bikes.  Paths through the woods need regular maintenance and the riverside paths in 

the newly formed “Friends of Bridge of Allan” group.  This stalwart group of volunteers has transformed 

the main street and surrounding parks and open spaces. There is huge community appreciation of 

their efforts, but expectations too - the Friends will need continued volunteer support to maintain the 

high standards set so far!

 Main Priorities:

  1. Village enhancement

  2. Improve path networks

  3. Conserve and enhance local woodland

  4. Make more of the riverside area

TRAFFIC, PARKING & ROADS  

Traf

 Main Priorities:

  2. Improved parking

  3. Cycle routes

  4. Roads Maintenance
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Action...... first steps to be taken over
the next 12 months

THEME 1:  COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES

  

  publicity

  Look at how best to retain community use and control

  Improve tennis courts on Keir Street

  

  Set up Youth and Recreation Group to support current and develop new provision

  

 Action by 

“

”

Community Views -

Lack of facilities for young people and a tendency to view 

teenagers in a negative way, and to ban or restrict their 
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THEME 2:  DEVELOPMENT AND LOCAL IDENTITY

  

  development

  

  

  priority

  

  re-development

  

 Action by 

 

“ ”

           Community Views -

“
”

Community Views -

regular basis restricting access and damaging property                
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THEME 3:  LOCAL ECONOMY AND SERVICES

  

  requirements 

  

  about community activities)

  

   To retain a community police presence 

 

 Action by 

“
”

Community Views -

providing a cafe culture and vibrant “high street” atmosphere

“ ”

Community Views -
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THEME 4:  PATHS, WOODS, RIVERS, GARDENS & VILLAGE ENHANCEMENT

PR

  

  Establish a Paths Group

  Establish Woodlands Group

  

 

 Action by

  Ranger service and Access staff, local mountain bikers, local gardeners

“
”

         Community Views -

“
”

Community Views -

accessible to disabled persons and wheelchair users               
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THEME 5:  TRAFFIC, PARKING AND ROAD SAFETY

  

  

  

  

 Action by

“
”

Community Views -

People regularly park on the hill and curved road towards the Bridge 

Inn which makes pulling in and out of this road dangerous               

“ ”

Community Views -
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THE PLAN CONTAINS

Thanks to all those who took their time to share their views and 
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2011-2016

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Contact  Lesley Campbell email: lesleycampbell@fsmail.net or Colin Roxburgh email: colinroxstar@tiscali.co.uk 

Bridge of Allan Community Council will take the lead in co-ordinating progress in the Action Plan.  A 

Friends of Bridge of Allan, the Allan Centre, the Civic Trust, the Bridge of Allan Times.

Local people have been very positive and enthusiastic about the process of preparing the Action 

Plan, and we want to build on this and offer more opportunities for people to get involved in action 

that interests them.  Therefore we propose setting up a number of new “action groups” that will take 

know more about any of the Action Plan Themes please contact the following people:

Theme     Contact Name Contact Email addresses

For general information contact: 

Bofa Action Plan -  info@bofaplan.com  

    www.bofaplan.com

Bridge of Allan Community Council -   contact@ccbridgeofallan.org.uk  

       www.ccbridgeofallan.org.uk 


