Minutes of Meeting of Bridge of Allan Community Council
Held on Tuesday 16th April 2019
in the Allan Centre
Present : Joanne Chisholm (JC) – chair, Iain McCusker (IMcC), Janie Meikle Bland (JMB), Anna Doeser (AD ),
Alasdair Taylor (AT), Andrew Drummond Baxter (ADB), Leslie Harkness (LH), Victoria McDowell (VMcD),
Duncan McDougall (DMc) (associate member)
Apologies : Mike Watson, Alexander Stewart MSP, Stephen Kerr MP, Sandra Davidson (SD); Moira Randall
(MR), Michael Burt (MB), Siobhan Hencher (SH), Councillor Douglas Dodds, Bill Fortune (BF)
In attendance: Councillor Graham Houston, Councillor Alastair Majury, Councillor Alasdair Tollemache,
Councillor Jeremy McDonald, Andrew Davis (Stirling Council), Lucy McCormick (Minute taker)
Abbreviations : Community Council (CC ), Stirling Council (SC )
B 1588

Welcome, Apologies and Conflict of Interest

JC opened the meeting, welcomed all and confirmed meeting apologies as noted above.
B 1589

Approval of Minutes, Matters Arising and Action Log

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved (Proposer: IMcC , Seconded: AD).
Matters Arising
In relation to Item B 1581 on the Tennis Courts, BF has provided a brief progress review and update. At
the second site meeting with Graham Russell in January, a ballpark estimate for two full size and two junior
courts with a five year asphalt surface and a subsequent artificial surface on top was provided, indicating a
cost (including fencing, drainage and disabled access) of between £50,000 and £60,000; of course, over and
above this cost, the issues of maintenance and sustainability would still need to be addressed. Stirling
Council will submit the funding application to SUEZ although the CC will be expected to carry out the
preparatory work. Since a separate contribution is required in order to access the funding, BF is intending
to explore this option when he comes home from his trip abroad. BF also issued a questionnaire at the
recent community event and, although there were only 20 responses, all respondents supported the
renovation; in addition, JMB is developing an online survey which could incorporate this issue. BF also
indicates that a meeting with Bridge of Allan sports club was useful. He does stress that he is
disappointed at what appears to be a slow and inconclusive response from SC.
With regard to Item B1577 about Stirling Council’s Participatory Budget Programme, at the recent
community event, a number of questions were posed by residents for Andrew Davis and he has written to
us to indicate the answers he has received from the Council’s project team. In terms of ensuring fairness of

voting between Dunblane and Bridge of Allan, the project team is working with COSLA to consider the
range of methods that could be used in order to arrive at a decision on the fairest. In relation to whether
PB money can be used as match funding to improve public parks such as the Memorial Park, the team has
stated that ideas put forward should be deliverable within the Council’s available funding and would be
presented to citizens to vote for. With regard to ensuring residents have an awareness of the process of
participatory budgeting, the project team emphasizes that, while there can be no 100% guarantee that
every resident will be aware of the programme, SC is using a variety of engagements to make sure as many
residents as possible are reached, including online promotion, display of promotional materialism Council
offices and public buildings, use of community councils and attendance at public events.
B 1590

Police Report (PC Chalmers)

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
On 19th March at Allanvale Road a window was broken on residential property. If you have any information
in relation to this please contact 101 ref: PS-20190322-2481.
On 9th April at Henderson Street a male was found to be shouting and swearing and acting in an aggressive
manner within a local takeaway. The male was traced by police and a report will be made to the PF in
relation to this.
DRUG MISUSE: On 28th March at Airthrey Road, 2 people were found to be in possession of a controlled
substance. Enquiries are ongoing in relation to this and a report will be submitted to the PF in relation to
this.
HOUSEBREAKINGS/CRIMES OF DISHONESTY
On 17th March at Forglen Road a vehicle was stolen by true key after breaking into a house. The male
responsible was identified by police and arrested, he is currently remanded awaiting trial and the vehicle
was recovered.
Between 1st March and 25th March at Henderson Street a childs bike was stolen from an insecure shed. The
bike was recovered nearby, if you have any information in relation to this please contact 101 ref:
PS-20190325-3676.
ROAD SAFETY AND ROAD TRAFFIC RELATED CRIME
On 22nd March at Stirling University a male was found to be driving within the campus and outskirts on the
wrong side of the road and in a dangerous manner. The male was identified by security staff at the
university and has been charged in relation to dangerous driving.
MATTERS OF NOTE
There was a total of 89 calls to the Bridge of Allan beat code but please bear in mind this encompasses
Cornton, parts of Causewayhead and the motorway. 6 of these were road traffic matters. 7 of these related
to missing persons and concern for person and 1 of these relates to domestic issues.
It was raised to us at our community surgery in relation to vehicles parking within the cycle lanes near to
the train station on Henderson Street, the CPT have been moving vehicle on we find to be parked here and
educating drivers we will continue to monitor this.

Community engagement and reassurance:
The weekend of 20th March the CPT attended at the University and conducted foot patrol. Whilst there
liaised with porters/security staff in relation to drug misuse on campus, no issues identified that night.
Officers attended at Bridge of Allan PS and deployed the pop up bairns, no issues were identified whilst we
were in attendance but we will continue to monitor the parking at the primary school.
Over the last month officers have conducted 3 hours foot patrol within Henderson Street and the
surrounding areas. No issues identified and engaged with local residents and shop owners.
CPT conducted HHR within Cornton Road and at this time no persons were found to be above the speed
limit.
On 23rd March CPT held a police surgery within Bridge of Allan Library, this was well received and we had 4
person come to visit us re the issues they were having and just to say hello. Future dates will be arranged
for this venue.
Activity for forthcoming month:
1. Patrol areas where crimes of dishonesty have been reported.
2. Patrol areas where crimes of disorder have been reported.
3. Carry out patrols in areas in which road safety concerns have been identified.
B 1591

Food Train (Stuart Miller)

Food Train is a registered Scottish charity, voluntary organisation providing support services to enable older
people to live independently at home for as long as possible. The charity provides a range of services to
older people in Scotland including grocery shopping and delivery service. The only requirement to qualify is
that the individual is living in the area and over 65 years old.
The charity covers 8 areas in Scotland including Stirling which Stuart Miller looks after. There are 4 vans
which cover Stirling, 3 supermarkets are used and there is a delivery team to collect and deliver with
delivery on Tues, Wed and Thurs. There have been approx. 4900 deliveries in the last financial year and 204
members are signed up to the shopping service.
There is also a meal makers service where neighbours make meals for each other. 32 meal pairings have
been made and 392 meals shared. You can sign up to meal makers on line (www.mealmakers.org.uk).
Costs are £5 per delivery; £24 per year for the annual service for meal makers and £1 annual membership.
Take up rate in Bridge of Allan and Dunblane could be better so there is opportunity to encourage and
promote it more.
B 1592

Community Action Plan (JM)

JMB provided update on the event which took place on 30 March 19 which coincided with the Scouts
Daffodil tea held in Chambers Hall, Bridge of Allan Parish.
The event was supported by Friends of Bridge of Allan, Teas Company and All Play Together (access play
equipment) and Stirling Active Travel.

Andy Davies (SC) was in attendance to talk about SC Participatory Budgeting Programme. AD confirmed
there were a lot ideas generated (111 ideas out of 759 raised were in relation to Bridge of Allan and
Dunblane). Now looking for volunteers and have had 29 so far of which 6 are from Bridge of Allan and
Dunlane.
3 main questions posed at the event were 1) what makes BoA special and what should we celebrate? 2)
What are the current priorities? Issues and opportunities and 3) Vision for 2025 – what for the future of
BoA. In terms of next steps, a meeting took place last night and it was felt it would be beneficial to have
another stage and involve other community stakeholders including churches, clubs, the university, local
businesses, schools, scouts, Scottish youth parliament, the health centre and other community groups. A
point was raised about obtaining views of the silent majority via questionnaires and views from the
younger generation.
Lots of positive feedback received on Bridge of Allan such as green spaces, parks and independent shops,
promixaty of village to nature and facilities, family friendly village, ‘beautiful’,’ almost perfect’.
Opportunities raised - issue of youth space, a book shop would be good, more affordable homes.
Next steps – further stakeholder meetings, link with council’s initiative and then engagement survey.
B 1593

Play Park Initiative (AD)

The objective is to make Fountain park more inclusive for all children, working in conjunction with SC and
local resident Jenifer Rutherford. Funding is being sought as overall anticipated cost of approx. 22k.
£500 was achieved by winning Stirling soup. It was agreed at the CC for an application to be submitted for
£1500 to SC Community Pride Funding (not VAT inclusive), fully supported by the CC represented by a show
of hands.
B 1594





Planning Update (IMc)

Application for advertising on the old RBS building on behalf of R N Robertson Funeral Director.
Action: All CC to review what was sent and respond IMc.
Application for 3 bed house at top of Pendreich Road, quite a few objections were raised. The
application went to the planning panel and it was passed.
Duncan McDougall (DMc- associate CC member) provided an update on the Airthrey Kerse planning
permission appeal. Following the last CC meeting, DK submitted a representation on behalf of the
CC which was shared with Causewayhead CC.
Councillor Tollemache provided an update on the Park of Keir negotiations and the transparency. See
Secretary Report below (B 1595 for more information).

B 1595

Secretary’s Report (LH)

In relation to the Glen Road, Mr Drummond sent us a copy of the 2011 geological report on the Glen Road
which he had mentioned at the meeting. The report’s conclusions, at that time, indicated that, as a result
of the progressive narrowing of the road pavement and, given the rate of erosion, redrawing the fence line
would be unlikely to maintain the cycle path for more than 3-5 years, and that the safety of walkers could
be threatened in less than ten years. The conclusions also suggested that the cutting back of the upper
slopes to re-position the cycle footpath would not be a viable solution as it could, over time, trigger a
landslide.
Councillor Tollemache sent us a note on a meeting that he and Councillor Dodds had requested with SC
officers, including the Chief Executive and the Planning Manager, to discuss the issue of transparency the

Planning Panel process in relation to the Park of Keir negotiations. Among the points made at the meeting
were :
-

that, in response to the councillors’ concerns that the definition of a national tennis centre might be
being diluted, the officers advised that there was no such definition;

-

that the officers have reiterated that the negotiations are being carried out to implement the
decisions of Scottish ministers and that the Council is bound by that;

-

that the draft Section 75 agreement may come to the April Planning Panel on April 30th and that
ward councilors will be briefed before any planning panel takes place.

Councillor Majury, in his capacity as a member the Environment & Housing Committee, has sent us a
number of informative emails. He wrote to us to let us know that, in relation to the flytipping of fridges on
Sheriffmuir Road, he has contacted the relevant council officers who have now removed the fridges, and, in
a further communication, he has highlighted the fact that SC’s enforcement team has confirmed that it
often patrols this area as it is a hotspot for flytipping. HE has also written to inform us that, since a
conservation area in Callander has secured a concession that the modern silver lamp units would be
painted black, he had raised that option for Bridge of Allan and the Council has agreed to consider it; in a
further communication, it is noted that future street lighting upgrades have been prepared for the
Inverallan Drive area. Finally, he has informed us that the Committee has approved a number of major road
repairs for the Bridge of Allan area the stretch of the A9 between Wallace high and the University,
Sheriffmuir Road, Mine Road, Kenilworth Road, and a number of unclassified roads and footways and
footpaths.
In response to a request by MB for an update, Maria Lucey of SC has sent us an interim progress report on
the proposed Flood Alleviation Scheme for Bridge of Allan. The report explains that an outline design
package for part of a 1:50 year alleviation scheme is now underway with onsite ground investigation work
now complete and approximately 5 trial holes required to complete ground penetration radar works.
Designers are exploring options for further protection of roadway and additional property by extending the
scheme and/or road raising. The river model has been substantially delayed due to SEPA data arriving late
and further SEPA data is needed before establishing the preferred alignment of the scheme.
Each of us has received from Andrew Davis details of a new clause in the constitution for Community
Councils along with a process chart providing community councils with guidance on how to implement the
new clause. What the new clause does is state that where a Chair has held office for 4 or more consecutive
years and stands for re-election, the CC must approve his or her nomination by means of a simple majority
established in a secret ballot.
B 1596

Treasurer’s Report (AD)

New signatories now added to the bank account and include; Mike Watson, Jo Chisholm, Leslie Harkness
and Sandra Davidson.
This month's income:
 £1,500 Community Pride Fund for Tea's Company
This month’s expenditure:
 £40 meeting minutes
 £6 monthly web hosting fee
 £189 play parks fundraising publicity



£142 Tea's company event insurance

Available Balance for restricted funds:
 Play Parks : £1,718.53
 Administration: £2,906.49
 Tea's Company: £1,358
B 1597

Residents’ Voice - no points raised.

B 1598

AOCB

Councillor Alastair Majury raised issues regarding train services 1) lack of direct trains from Dunblane and
Bridge of Allan to Glasgow and lack of confidence in connecting trains at Stirling as they often get cancelled
(the new May 2020 timetable looks encouraging) and 2) concern about the lack of cheap day fares to
Dundee.
B 1599
Date of Next Meeting: JC closed the meeting at 8.55pm and indicated that the next
meeting would be held in the Allan Centre on Tuesday 21st May 2019.

